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LEWI  ST  ON  - CL  ARKST  ON 

IDAHO  WASHINGTON 


THE  CLEARWATER  AND  SNAKE  RIYER  VALLEYS: 

Their  Products,  Resources,  and  Prospects. 


INCLUDING  THE  TOWNS  OF 

Cottonwood,  Cameron,  Cavendish,  Chesley,  Culdesac,  Fletcher,  Forest,  Genesee,  Gifford,  Greer, 
Grangeville,  Ilo,  Juliaetta,  Kamiah,  Kippen,  Kendrick,  Leland,  Lenore,  Lookout,  Melrose, 
Mohler,  Morrow,  Nez  Perce,  Orofino,  Peck,  Rosetta,  Russell,  Southwick,  Spalding, 
Steele,  Stites,  Summit  and  Winchester,  in  Idaho;  and  Asotin,  Almota, 

Anatone,  Colton,  Johnson  and  Uniontown,  Washington; 
and  Enterprise  and  Joseph,  Oregon. 


ISSl’Kn  UV  TIIK 

LE  WI  S T ON  CO  M M E RC  I AE  C LX  13 

LK>VISTON,  IDAHO 


1— Court  House.  2— Supreme  Court  Buildinjr.  3 — Public  School.  4— Carnegie  Library. 


5 — St.  Joseph’s  Hospital.  6 — Masonic  Temple. 


THE  LEWISTON -CLARKSTON  COUNTRY 


Also  CsLlIed  the  Clea^rwater  Ccuntiy 

ITS  PRODUCTS,  RESOURCES  AND  PROSPECTS 


Tomb  of  Thos.  Spalding, 
First  Missionary  to  Idaho 


History. 


The  Lewiston  Countr}'  includes  the  northeastern  corner  of  Oregiin,  the  south- 
eastern portion  of  Washington,  and  Nez  Perce,  Idaho,  Latah  and  a portion  of  Shoshone 
Counties  in  Idaho.  Irregular  in  shape,  it  is  some  two  hundred  miles  long  east  and 
west  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north  and  south,  embracing  15,000,000  acres  of 
land.  It  is  drained  by  the  Snake,  Clearwater,  Salmon  and  Grand  Ronde  Rivers  and 
•their  tributaries,  navigable  from  the  head  of  the  territory  to  ihe  sea,  excepting  only 
at  the^Dalles-Celilo  Rapids  in  Oregon,  where  large  appropriations  are  now  being  ex- 
pended to  improve  navigation. 

The  territory  was  first  explored  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  who  camped  at  the  present  site  of  the  city  of 
Lewiston  Oct.  10,  1805.  In  1836  a mission  was  established  at  Lapwai,  twelve  miles  above  Lewiston,  on  the 
Clearwater  river,  but  no  settlements  were  made  at  that  time.  Discoveries  of  ver}^  rich  deposits  of  placer  gold 
along  the  Clearwater  river  above  Lewiston  were  made  in  1858,  and  two  years  later  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
people  came  into  the  territory  in  search  of  gold.  In  1861  the  Oregon  Steam  and  Navigation  Company  sent 
its  steamer  Colonel  Wright  up  the  Snake  river,  and  after  ascending  the  Clearwater  river  for  a short  distance, 
the  present  site  of  Lewiston  was  selected  and  fixed  as  a terminal  point,  and  a permanent  settlement  was  made 
there.  This  point  was  at  first  merely  a trading  pc-st  and  gold  camp.  There  were  few  settlers  among  the  pop- 
nlation;  and  the  vast  agricultural  wealth  of  the  country  was  overlooked  in  the  search  for  gold.  The  early 
fortunes  of  the  little  settlement  fluctuated  like  those  of  most  western  gold  camps,  but  gradually  permanent 
settlers  took  the  place  of  transient  gold  seekers,  houses  were  built,  and  the  real  wealth  of  the  country  devel- 
bped.  The  growth  of  the  city  was  slow  until  the  building  of  the  Northern  Pacific  branch  line  into  the  city  in 
1898  afforded  better  transportation  facilities,  since  which  time  its  growth  has  been  rapid  and  substantial. 

The  present  population  of  this  district  is  from  75,000  to  100,000  people,  but  it  is  eas-ily  capa- 
ble of  supporting  a population  of  several  millions,  and  was  so  reported  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  who 
were  greatly  impressed  by  the  variety  of  its  resources  and  the  fertility  of  its  soil. 


I’opnintioii  of 
Territory 


WHEAT  tramway  AT  NEZPERCB 


i .-r 


8HKE?  SHEAHEBS 


IN  the  catTEE  country 


Topography 


A Country  of 
Varied  Kesourees 


Loading  Wheat  at  Waha. 


The  twin  cities  of  Lewiston,  Idaho,  and  Clarkston,  Washington,  con- 
nected by  bridge  across  the  Snake  river,  lie  in  a great  basin,  made  by  the 
broadening  of  the  Snake  and  Clearwater  valleys  at  the  confluence  of  the  two  rivers. 
From  this  valley  the  ground  rises  by  successive  plateaus  to  the  timbered  hills  and  the 
great  grain  bearing  prairies,  beyond  which  tower  the  Bitter  Root  mountains  with 
richly  laden  veins  of  ore. 

In  the  valle3'S  along  the  streams,  made  by  the  broadening  of  the 
canyons,  there  is  a mild,  equable  climate  even  in  winter.  But  in  this 
section  climate  varies  greatly  with  altitude,  and  in  going  from  the  low  level  of  the 
valleys  a perceptible  decrease  in  heat  is  perceived  with  the  ascent  of  each  succeeding  plateau,  until  at  a dis- 
tance of  about  one  hundred  and  lift}"  miles  the  loftier  mountain  ranges  are  reached,  where  there  is  frost  during 
the  entire  \’ear.  Naturally  with  a climate  so  varied  the  productions  of  this  territory-  are  man}'  and  various. 
Along  the  rivers  the  most  delicate  fruits  and  vegetables  are  grown;  while  hardier  growths  are  raised  upon  the 
higher  plateaus.  The  rich  soil  of  the  prairies  produces  crops  of  all  cereals  marvelous  in  their  abundance,  and 
the  sloping  bench  lands  furnish  an  excellent  pasturage  for  cattle  and  sheep.  The  foot  hills  surrounding  the 
grain  belt  bear  upon  their  slopes  a wealth  of  timber;  and  in  the  higher  mountains  there  is  a rich  zone  of  gold, 
silver  and  copper  bearing  ledges;  and  the  numerous  mining  camps  furnish  an  excellent  market  for  the  produce 
of  the  neighboring  farms. 

People  are  looking  to  the  west  todaj^  for  homes,  and  no  better  opportunity’  is  afforded  b\’  any 
section  than  by  the  Lewiston  country’.  Soil  and  climate  are  adapted  to  almost  any  kind  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  Lewiston  affords  every  convenience  of  modern  life  to  the  dweller  in  cities.  It  has  modern 
department  stores,  hotels,  banks,  daily  newspapers,  hospitals,  theatres,  etc.,  modern  water,  sewer,  light  and 
power  systems,  excellent  sy’stems  of  schools,  churches  of  all  the  larger  denominations,  and  local  lodges  of 
nearly  all  the  national  fraternal  orders. 


A Good  Place 
to  Live 


I.E  WISTON  - Cl.  ARKSTOIV 


Lewiston  is  one  cf  the  oldest  and  richest  cities  in  the  northwest,  and  has  been  built  up  wholly’  by  the 
development  of  the  rich  territory/  of  which  it  is  the  natural  commercial  center.  It  is  located  at  the  junction  of 
the  Snake  and  Clearwater  rivers,  upon  a navigable  water  highway,  and  is  the  principal  shipping  and  distributing 
point  for  a territory’  nearly’  as  large  as  the  New  England  States.  It  is  connected  by’  bridge  across  the  Snake 


Clearwater  Sloughs 


river  and  by  ferries  with  its  sister  city,  Clarkston,  Washington,  which  stands  upon  the 
west  bank  of  the  Snake  river.  The'^two  cities  are  commercially  one,  and  ninety  per 
cent  of  the  mercantile,  banking,  mining,  and  manufacturing  and  shipping  business 
of  the  entire  region  is  handled  in  these  two  cities.  So  great  are  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  this  location  at  the  confluence  of  two  navigable  streams  that  these  cities  will 
unquestionably  become  great  railroad  and  shipping  points  in  the  futuie. 

Lewiston  and  Clarkston  each  has  a system  of  graded  public  schools,  for 
Schools  roomy,  well  ventilated  and  excellently  equipped  buildings  are  provided, 

, the  accommodation  having  been  increased  in  Lewiston  during  the  last  }^ear  by  the 

erection  of  a new  school  building  at  a cost  of  $36,000.  In  addition  there  are  private  schools  for  boys,  an  acad- 
emy for  girls,  and  the  Idaho  State  Normal  School,  which  provides  for  the  higher  education  o bo  Ji  sex^es. 

All  of  the  prominent  denominations  are  represented.  There  are  Catholic,  hlethodist.  Baptist, 
Churches  Lpiscopaliaii , Christian,  Presbyterian,  Christian  Science,  Congregational  and  Lutheran  churches 

in  Lewiston-Clarkston.  1 • 1 'n 

Lewiston-Clarkston  has  three  saw  mills,  one  sash  and  door  factory,  one  shingle  mill,  two 

Manufactories  ^^achine  shops  and  foundries,  one  flour  mill,  a cannery,  planing  mills,  a mattress  and  furniture 

factory,  ice  and  cold  storage  plant,  a box  factory,  and  a broom  factor^o  . . xi  1 q 

^ In  addition  to  the  State  Supreme  Court  Library  and  the  library  of  the  State  Normal  School 

Cihraries  ^herc  Is  a free  public  library  of  about  five  thousand  volumes,  a new  building  for  the  library  having 

been  donated  last  year  by  Andrew  Carnegie.  , 1 1 . ^ .^00 

Lewiston-Clarkston  has  two  theatres,  one  of  which,  erected  in  the  last  year  at  a cost  of  $e>o,ooo. 

Theatres  probably  the  handsomest  building  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 

A United  States  land  office  is  located  at  Lewiston,  as  is  also  an  office  of  the  weather  bureau. 
AVeatiiTi”iLre^^^^  Other  federal  officials  located  here  are  an  inspector  of  live  stock,  a commissioner,  a referee  in 

bankruptcy,  and  a deputy  nrarshak^^^  district  courts  the 

supreme  court  holds  two  terms  a year  iii  this  city,  a handsome  building  having  been  erected  within 

the  last  year  for  the  accommodation  of  this  court.  , j:  4-  u 

^ An  annual  Inter-State  Fair  is  held  at  Lewiston-Clarkston,  during  the  month  of  October. 

Iutev-stut«.  Fair  drcuit  of  tlic  Nortliwest  Racing  Associatiom  The  general  exhibits  are  good, 

and  the  agricultural  and  horticultural  exhibits  are  unsurpassed. 


STEAM  PLOW  — USED  ON  THE  LARGE  GRAIN  RANCHES 


Water,  LisrhtiiiK 
aiKl  fSewcrs 


The  water  supply  of  Lewiston  is  obtained  from  the  Clearwater  river 
a stream  whose  name  is  thoroughl}^  descriptive.  The  entire  water 
system  is  owned  by  the  city,  and  pure  water  is  furnished  at  most  moderate  rates. 

Both  Lewiston  and  Clarkston  are  lighted  by  electricity,  but  a franchise  has  re- 
cently been  granted  for  a gas  plant,  which  will  probably  be  in  operation  in  the  near 
future.  Lewiston  has  a modern  system  of  sewers,  completed  within  the  last  year. 

The  population  of  Lewiston  is  7.500;  that  of  Clarkston  3,200  Both 
cities  are  growing  rapidly.  State  Immigration  Commissioner  T.  C.  Egles- 
ton  says  of  the  growth  of  Nez  lerce  county:  “The  population  of  Nez  Perce  county 

increased  3S2  per  cent  between  1890  and  1900,  being  the  largest  increase  made  by  any  county  in  the  State  during 
that  period.’’  Much  of  this  increase  was  doubtless  due  to  the  rapid  growth  of  Lewiston,  which  has  been  even 
more  marked  since  the  last  census. 

Lewiston-Clarkston  has  four  banks  and  three  trust  companies  having  an  aggregate  capital  of 
^375>ooo,  and  aggregate  deposits  amounting  to  $1,632,510.24,  according  to  official  call,  June  9,  1904. 


Population 


Snake  River  SLurgeon 


RESOURCES  OF  SURROUNDING  COUNTRY 

Cereals  agricultural  wealth  of  the  country  is  at  present  of  the  first  importance.  Its  grain  belt  is 

estimated  to  comprise  3,200,000  acres.  Its  capacit}"  for  the  production  of  cereals  for  export  is  estimated  at 
30,000,000  bushels  annually.  About  1,500,000  acres  of  this  land  were  fenced  in  1904,  but  only  about  800,000 
acres  were  cultivated,  including  about  55,000  acres  cultivated  in  grasses  and  all  classes  of  hay  producing  lands. 
This  leaves  1,300,000  acres  rated  as  first-class  grain  producing  lands,  still  unfenced  waste.  The  3deld  of  cereals 
in  the  Lewiston  countrj^  for  the  3'ear  1904  is  estimated  at  10,000,000  bushels,  including  wheat,  barle^g  oats  and 
flax.  The  two  principal  grain  producing  basins  are  the  Nez  Perce  prairie  in  Nez  Perce  county'  and  the  Camas 
prairie  in  Idaho  county,  though  grains  are  grown  less  extensively  in  all  sections  of  this  territorjy  The  wheat 
soils  of  these  prairies  are  among  the  richest  in  the  world,  crops  of  from  forty  to  sixty^  bushels  to  the  acre  being 
not  uncommon,  and  thirty  bushels  per  acre  being  an  ordinary  average  for  large  areas.  Other  cereals  yield  in 
like  proportion;  and  so  equable  is  the  climate  that  a total  failure  of  crops  has  never  occurred,  and  returns  can 
be  calculated  with  more  certainty  than  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 


No  Drouths 
or  Floods 


Neither  excessive  drouths  nor  dangerous  floods  occur.  Grasshoppers 
are  never  seen  in  sufficient  numbers  to  produce  serious  injury.  Flies  are 
rarely  troublesome  to  stock,  and  the  absence  of  mosquitoes  makes  life  more  comfort- 
able for  the  farmer. 

Both  soil  and  climate  are  admirably  adapted  for  diversified  farming,  and  by  com- 
bining agriculture  with  the  production  of  fruits  and  vegetables  and  the  raising  of  stock, 
farms  can  general]}’  be  made  to  yield  some  return  during  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Along  the  water  levels  where  the  canyons  broaden  into  valleys,  and  on 
the  sloping  bench  lands  that  lead  up  to  the  high  grain  bearing  plateaus  are 
fertile  lands  so  protected  by  the  surrounding  hillsides  as  to  afford  a warm,  temperate  climate  even  in  winter, 
and  here  are  grown  the  choicest  fruits  and  vegetables.  These  bottom  lauds  are  usually  irrigated  and  are  ex- 
tremely fertile.  Besides  vegetables  of  all  kinds,  apples,  peaches,  pears,  cherries,  prunes,  pluiiis,  grapes,  English 
walnuts,  almonds  and  berries  of  all  varieties  are  raised,  and  these  fruits  are  of  such  exquisite  flavor  that  they 
frequently  command  a premium  in  the  markets  where  North  Idaho  products  have  become  known.  There  is 
no  locality  of  the  northwest  so  free  from  winter  freezing  of  fruit  trees  and  from  late  frosts  in  the  spring  as  this 
section  ; and  our  fruits  can  be  first  placed  in  the  market,  for  which  reason  they  command  better  prices.  Grains 
are  rarely  grown  on  irrigated  lands,  as  fruits  and  vegetables  are  so  much  more  profitable.  Cherries,  peaches, 
pears,  apples,  European  grapes,  nuts  and  berries  are  the  best  paying  fruits,  while,  of  the  vegetables,  sweet 
{)Otatoes,  melons,  Irish  potatoes,  tom.ctoes,  beans,  peas  and  peanuts  are  very  profitable.  Alfalfa,  sorghum, 
broom  corn,  Indiui  corn,  clover,  and  all  finer  grasses  make  good  field  crops.  The  hardier  fruits  and  vegetables 
flourish  in  all  parts  of  the  Clearwater  country,  both  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  uplands.  During  the  season  of 
1904  more  than  five  hundred  carloads  of  fruit  and  vegetables  were  shipped;  and  profits  of  from  $100  to  $400 
per  acre  were  realized. 

i.ive  .stm-k  This  section  of  Idaho  has  alwa}^s  been  a great  stock  and  cattle  country,  but  the  methods  ap- 

iiKiustry  plicable  to  this  industry  have  greatly  changed  during  the  last  decade.  While  there  is  still  a great 

deal  of  public  land  that  affords  good  range,  the  ranchers  have  found  it  profitable  not  to  depend  altogether  on 
the  range  and  to  improve  the  breed  of  their  cattle;  and  the  quality  of  the  stock  is  constantly  improving,  with 
profitable  results  for  stock  raisers.  The  increase  of  cattle  is  about  twenty-five  per  cent  per  annum,  and  the 
limit  of  output  will  not  be  reached  for  many  years.  One  cause  of  the  improved  breed  of  cattle  is  the  demand 
for  dairy  products,  which  is  constantly  increasing  as  the  cities  of  this  section  develop, 


Inland  Slage 


Hoks 


Loiiding  Idaho  Wool  at  Waha. 


Horses 


'fhe  raising  of  sheep  has  undergone  mueli  the  same  ehanges  that  have 
attended  the  raising  of  cattle,  and  the  breeds  are  now  being  greatly  improved.  The 
wool  shipped  in  public  and  private  warehouses  amounts  to  2,500,000  pounds  annually, 
and  the  total  number  of  sheep  on  the  ranges  is  about  500,000. 

Hog  raising  had  never  been  extensively  attempted  in  this  section  until 
within  the  last  ten  years;  but  conditions  are  good  for  this  industry,  and  the 
waste  fruits  from  orchards  enable  farmers  to  raise  hogs  cheaply.  Large  annual  ship- 
ments are  being  made,  and  this  feature  of  business  is  receiving  more  attention  from 
farmers.  ’ 

The  shipments  of  horses  amount  to  about  4,000  annually.  Although  range  horses  have  decreased, 
breeding  on  the  farms  is  increasing, 
and  the  class  of  horses  has  much  im- 
proved over  those  which  roamed  the 
ranges  a few  vears  ago.  Many  stock 
cattle  are  bred  here  for  sale  to  Mon- 
tana and  Dakota  farmers  on  account 
of  our  mild  winters.  A fine  combi- 
nation is  a small  home  place  in  the 
valle}'  and  lands  for  stock  raising  on 
the  hills. 

Poultry  breeders  find  this 
**’"'*’'  an  excellent  climate.  All 
kinds  of  domestic  birds  thrive,  and 
there  is  always  a demand  for  eggs 
and  birds.  Alfalfa  furnishes  an  ex- 
cellent feed  the  year  round.  Eggs 
are  w'orth  from  twenty  to  fifty  cents 
per  dozen.  This  industry  can  be 
profitabH  followed  with  fruit  raising 
or  other  agricultural  operations. 


LAPWAI  VALLEV. 


I)Hiryiiu 


Snake  River  Salmun 


Bees 


Dairying  ha^  been  greatly  stimulated  recently  by  the  establishment  of 
creameries  and  by  the  educational  work  of  the  officials  of  the  State  Univei-^ity.  Alfalfa 
and  other  rich  grasses,  mild  climate,  with  ample  outside  range  and  good  markets, 
assure  profits.  Cows  are  worth  from  $30  to  $60. 

Bee  keeping  is  being  practiced  with  success.  The  alfalfa  produces  from 
three  to  five  crops  per  year,  affording  a practical  succession  of  bloom,  and 
this,  vdth  the  profusion  of  cultivated  and  wild  flowers  and  orchard  blooms,  insures 
the  production  of  honey  of  the  best  quality. 

.Soil  “No  doubt  it  will  surprise  many  of  my  readers  to  learn  that  the  eastern 

portions  of  Washington  and  Oregon,  with  the  adjacent  strip  of  country  in  Idaho,  produce  annually  from 
50,000,000  to  60,000,000  bushels  of  wheat,  as  well  as  considerable  quantities  of  other  grain.  This  great  and 
rapidly  growing  industr}'-  is  based  on  the  remarkable  fertility  of  the  soil  and  favorable  climatic  conditions. 
The  fine,  dark,  rich  soil  lias  resulted  from  disintegration  and  decay  of  certain  widely  spread  volcanic  rocks,  and 
is  almost  unrivalled  tor  fertility.”  The  foregoing  from  Water  Supply  and  Irrigation  Papers,  No.  54,  by  Prof. 
Russell,  published  by  the  U.  S.  Geological  burvey,  is  thoroughly  descriptive  of  our  soil. 

Central  Idaho  has  long  been  one  of  the  greatest  gold  producing  sections  in  the  world.  Like  most 
of  the  western  states,  its  pioneers  were  largely  composed  of  seekers  for  gold.  In  the  earlier  days 
the  operations  were  confined  altogether  to  placer  mining,  and  many  large  placers  are  still  being  profitably 
worked.  But  the  most  extensive  mining  is  quartz  or  lode  mining,  and  Lewiston  is  the  distributing  center  for 
the  large  mining  camps  of  this  section  of  the  State.  Buffalo  Hump,  Thunder  Mountain,  Pierce  City,  Elk  City, 
Dixie  and  Warrens  are  among  the  larger  camps,  all  of  which  are  most  easily  reached  by  the  northern  route 
via  Lewiston.  During  the  last  year  the  business  men  of  Lewiston  have  contributed  largely  toward  improving 
the  Thunder  Mountain  roads  so  that  direct  communication  might  be  cheaper  and  more  rapid.  Rich  strikes 
have  also  been  made  in  the  Snake  river  country,  above  Lewiston,  within  the  last  two  years,  and  the  mines  in 
that  section  are  being  rapidly  developed.  The  Snake  and  Salmon  river  sections  and  the  Seven  Devils  country, 
in  addition  to  gold  deposits,  contain  vast  deposits  of  copper,  and  extensive  operations  are  being  carried  on  at 
and  near  Imnaha  on  the  Snake  river.  Smelters  are  being  erected  and  steamboat  lines  are  in  operation,  con- 
necting the  mining  section  with  Lewiston,  which  is  the  terminal  point. 

In  extent  and  superficial  values  the  Central  Idaho  district  is  said  to  exceed  anything  else  in  the  United 
States.  The  deposits  include  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  coal,  marble,  fine  and  coarse  grained  gray  diorite,  lime- 


Mines  ami 
Minerals 


stone,  asbestos,  onyx,  lignite,  opals,  etc.  In  the  two  counties  of  Idaho  and  Nez  Perce  there  are  more  than 
20,000  mineral  locations  with  a legal  status  upon  the  records,  every  one  of  which  attests  the  fact  that  mineral 
has  been  found  in  place.  Many  of  the  mines  are  now  fully  developed  and  the  field  of  operations  is  widening. 
Most  of  the  mining  companies  are  incorporated,  and  many  of  them  have  their  principal  places  of  business  at 
Lewiston,  as  being  the  most  convenient  place  for  the  transaction  of  business. 


Timber 


The  timber  of  this  section  consists  principally  of  white  and  yellow  pine,  white  and  red  fir,  tama- 
rack and  cedar.  The  white  pine  forests  along  the  Clearwater  river  are  said  to  be  the  largest  bodies 
of  that  wood  now  standing  in  America,  comprising  some  nine  billion  feet,  of  a present  market  value  of  one 
dollar  per  thousand  feet  upon  the  stump.  The  hills  are  generally  clad  with  forests  of  yellow  pine,  fir  and 
tamarack;  and  all  of  this  timber  must  ultimately  be  brought  to  Lewiston  for  manufacture  and  sale,  as  this  is 
the  most  convenient  shipping  point,  and,  in  addition,  is  the  only  point  where  the  streams  are  sufficiently  broad 
and  sluggish  to  afford  adequate  booming  and  storage  facilities.  The  larger  eastern  timber  syndicates  have 
acquired  boom  and  mill  sites  upon  the  river  at  Lewiston  and  are  preparing  for  the  erection  of  large  mills. 

Climate  climate  of  Lewiston  and  surrounding  country  is  very  pleasant.  The  winters  are  never  severe. 

The  coldest  weather  in  five  years,  according  to  the  Government  records,  was  3;^  degrees  above  zero; 
that  occurred  in  November,  1896.  There  is  little  snow,  and  what  falls  seldom  remains  upon  the  ground  for 
more  than  forty-eight  hours.  The  hottest  weather  was  105  degrees,  during  July;  but  owing  to  the  dryness  of 
the  air  this  heat  is  less  oppressive  than  a much  lower  temperature  would  be  in  more  humid  lands.  The  exces- 
sive heat,  however,  does  not  continue  for  more  than  a few  days  at  most,  and  the  nights  are  always  cool  and 
pleasant.  Sunstrokes  are  absolutely  unknown  in  this  dry  climate;  and  there  are  no  disastrous  wind  storms. 

The  altitude  of  the  business  portion  of  Lewiston  is  from  640  to  750  feet;  the  greater  portion  of  the  resi- 
dence section  is  about  a thousand  feet  above  sea  level.  In  the  higher  altitudes  the  climate  throughout  the  year 
is  cooler  and  more  humid  than  in  the  lower  altitudes. 


Censth  of  _ spring  begins  in  February  in  the  valleys,  and  spring  tree  planting  should  be  completed  by  the 
Season  middle  of  April.  But  in  the  uplands  the  season  is  somewhat  later.  Plowing  is  generally  done  in  all 
sections,  except  at  extremely  high  altitudes,  during  the  months  of  April  and  May.  Potatoes  planted  in  July 
get  full  crops,  and  some  growers  get  two  crops  a year.  In  the  lowlands  plowing  can  be  done  almost  every  week 
in  the  year,  and  climate  and  temperature  is  much  like  the  warmer  sections  of  California.  On  the  plateaus  the 
seasons  are  shorter,  the  length  depending  on  the  elevation. 


BOAT  LANDING,  UPPER  LEWISTON. 


Both  the  Northern  Pacific  and  O.  R.  & N.  lines  reach  the  Clearwater  country  and  extend  into 
■ an-,)ort,Mion  ^ Perco  county  and  the  country  adjacent,  and  terminate  without  making  through  connections. 
These  branches  extending  into  a newly  settled  country  suggest  at  once  that  it  has  something  which  invites 
capital,  and  the  attraction  v.Tich  has  drawm  the  steel  bands  through  profound  canyons,  across  broad  plateaus, 
and  over  rugged  mountains  is  grain,  fruits,  stock,  ores,  and  lumber.  Lewiston  is  the  tenninns  of  the  Spokane 
and  Lewiston  branch  of  the  Northern  Pacific  railway,  and  branch  lines  have  been  extended  from  this  cit}"  along 


the  Clearwater  to  Stites  in  Idaho  county  and  to  Magnolia  in  Nez  Perce  county.  Aloreover,  the  compaii}^  ha.s 
adopted  the  plan  of  placing  its  transcontinental  lines  upon  a water  grade  by  following  the  rivers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shortening  distances  and  reducing  grades.  In  so  doing  they  will  extend  their  Clearwater  branch  to 
Missoula,  Montana,  connecting  there  with  the  main  line,  and  then  build  from  Lewiston  down  the  Snake  and 
Columbia  rivers  to  the  coast  by  easy  grades,  placing  Lewiston-Clarkston  upon  the  transcontinental  route.  The 
O.  R.  & N.  runs  its  large  steamers  throughout  the  entire  year  between  Lewiston  and  Riparia,  Wash,,  where 
rail  connection  is  made ; and  they  are  now  planning  the  early  completion  of  the  Lewiston-Riparia  line  to  con^ 
nect  with  their  sj'stem  by  rail.  Rights  of  way  have  been  acquired  for  this  line,  and  the  road  has  been  graded 
to  within  five  miles  of  Lewiston.  Its  completion  will  probabl}^  be  undertaken  by  joint  operation  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  and  O.  R.  & N.,  and  an  independent  company  representing  the  interests  of  both  systems  has  been 
organized  for  this  purpose. 

The  Clearwater  country  also  has  a waterwa}'  navigable  to  the  sea,  except  for  a short  distance  at  The  Dalles 
in  Oregon,  and  large  appropriations  for  removing  obstructions  at  that  point  have  been  made  by  Congress;  and' 
upon  the  completion  of  this  work  this  section  will  have  a natural  highway  for  the  distribution  of  all  its  pro- 
duce b}'  the  cheapest  of  all  methods  of  transportation.  • 

The  Lewiston-Southern  Navigation  company  has  in  service  a swift  light  draft  steamboat  which  is  used 
on  the  Snake  river  above  Lewiston,  serving  the  Snake  river  mines  and  points  on  the  upper  river  in  Idaho, 
Washington  and  Oregon. 

Large  sums  have  also  been  spent  during  the  last  year  improving  the  roads  leading  to  Lewiston  from  the 
Thunder  Mountain  and  other  mining  camps,  and  from  points  in  Washington  and  Oregon,  and  in  extending 
telephone -lines.  \ . 

The  Lewiston-Southeastern  Electric  Railway  company  is  promoting  the  construction  of  a system  of  street 
railways  for  Lewiston-Clarkston,  and  a line  through  the  great  grain  belts  to  Nez  Perce  in  this  count\^  and  to 
Orangeville,  the  county  seat  of  Idaho  county,  situated  on  the  Camas  prairie,  one  of  the  most  fertile  sections  of 
this  countr}".  Their  entire  lines  will  be  something  over  one  hundred  miles  in  length.  Their  surveys  are  now 
completed  and- power  sites  and  rights  of  way  acquired. 

The  system  of  tramways  for  transporting  grain  from  the  plateaus  to  the  railroad  stations  is  being  rapidly 
extended  both  b}'  co-operative  companies  organized  b\^  grain  growers  and  bv  independent  companies  of  carriers. 

A net  work  of  stage  lines  connects  the  various  points  not  served  by  rail  with  the  several  cities  situated 
along  the  railroads. 


Healtli 


The  statistics  of  the  Government  Census  bureau  show  the  rate  of  mortality  in  Idaho  to  be  smaller 
than  in  any  other  state  in  the  Union,  the  rate  in  Idaho  being  0.33  as  against  0.69  of  Oregon,  the  next 
lowest.  The  climate  is  pleasant,  the  air  pure,  dry  and  healthful,  and  sanitary  conditions  in  Lewiston-Clarks' 
ton  excellent.  The  water  supply  is  abundant  and  the  sewers  adequate  and  of  modern  construction.  Pulmonary 
diseases  are  never  known  to  originate  in  this  section. 

Markets  for  Most  of  the  grain  raised  in  this  section  is  shipped  to  the  coast,  whence  it  is  shipped  to  tranS' 

pro.iure  Pacific  poiuts ’,  but  a considerable  quantity  is  used  by  local  flour  mills,  whose  products  are  acquiring 
a wide  reputation  for  their  first-class  quality.  Fruits  and  vegetables  are  handled  by  local  fruit  selling  associa- 
tions and  by  wholesale  and  commission  houses.  Most  of  this  fruit  is  shipped  to  the  mining  towns  of  Mon- 
tana, and  to  the  cities  of  Dakota  and  Minnesota,  British  Columbia  and  Manitoba.  This  point  being  so  much 
nearer  than  California  and  maturing  its  fruit  sooner  than  any  other  point  in  the  Pacific  northwest,  we  can 
easily  command  the  markets  of  this  section.  A considerable  portion  of  the  fruit  is  used  locally  and  in  neigh- 
boring mining  camps.  Cattle  and  live  stock  are  shipped  to  the  coast  cities  or  to  the  cities  of  the  east,  accord- 
ing to  the  varying  prices  offered  in  the  several  cities.  Dairy  products  are  for  the  most  part  disposed  of  locall}". 

There  is  still  a quantity  of  unappropriated  public  land  in  this  section,  nuich  of  which  is  still  un- 
surveyed. A great  deal  of  this  is  doubtless  valuable  for  homestead  purposes,  but  the  seekers  for 
homesteads  are  so  numerous  that  it  is  difficult  to  secure  a location  that  is  at  all  desirable  without  making  a 
personal  examination  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  several  sections  and  giving  considerable  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  matter.  No  reliable  information  as  to  the  quality  of  the  lands  can  be  had  otherwise  than  through 
a careful  personal  investigation.  Where  a homestead  cannot  be  otherwise  secured  a relinquishment  ma}’  be 
obtained  from  some  settler  for  much  less  than  the  market  value  of  the  lands,  and  good  locations  can  sometimes 
be  had  in  this  wa}'.  But  it  is  not  advisable  to  enter  this  territory  relying  solely  upon  the  chance  of  securing 
a government  homestead.  Plats  of  any  township  may  be  had  by  addressing  the  U.  S.  land  office  in  this  city 
and  encloring  a fee  of  from  one  to  three  dollars,  the  fee  being  one  dollar  for  a plat  showing  only  vacant  lands, 
and  three  dollars  for  exact  tracings  of  official  plats. 

There  is  a large  area  of  timbered  land  in  the  Clearwater  valley,  but  timber  locations  are  so  valu- 
able and  the  competition  for  them  so  keen  that  the}^  are  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain.  No  location 
should  be  made  in  any  case  without  a careful  inspc  ction  of  the  land  selected. 


I’libli, 

Lands 


Claims 


Cost  of 
I^iviiig 


Cost  of 
Houses 


MISC:ei.IvAN®OUS  INFORMATION 

The  cost  of  living  is  very  little  higher  than  in  eastern  cities.  Flour  is  now  $4.00  to  $4.50  per 
barrel;  beef  from  10  to  15  cents  per  pound;  siiga,r  $6  per  100  pounds;  firerwood  $5  to  $6.50  per  cord; 
coal  $7  to  $8  per  ton;  house  rent  from  $10  np,  depending  on  location  and  size;  board  $20  to  $30;  fruits  and 
vegetables  are  cheap  and  abundant. 

Light  construction  is  sufficient  in  houses,  as  the  winters  are  mild,  and  the  cost  is  consequently 
low.  A comfortable  cottage  may  be  built  for  $750. 

nuiidiiia  Rough  lumber  is  $12  to  $15;  finished  lumber  $15  to  $25  per  thousand  feet  B.  M.;  Brick  cost  $g 
.Materiau  to  $ 1 2 pcr  thousand ; lime  $1.50  to  $2.50  per  barrel  at  retail;  cedar  shingles  $2.50  per  thousand. 
Basalt  building  stone  is  free  for  the  hauling  from  the  cliffs  a few  miles  distant, 

t:.npioym«nt  CarpcuteFs  waggs  are  $2,50  to  $4  per  day;  masons  and  plasterers  $3  to  $5;  laborers  $1.75  to 
pf  Lnbof  $2.2^\  farm  hands  $20  to  $30  per  month.  There  are  no  beggars  here  and  no  unemployed. 

Barbed  wire  is  usually  used  for  fencing,  price  five  cents  per  pound ; cedar  posts  cost  eight  to  ten 
cent  a piece.  In  the  heavily  timbered  sections  rail  fences  are  used  to  some  extent, 

Good  farm  horses  are  worth  from  $150  to  $300  per  pair,  but  lower  prices  can  be  had  by  watching 
opportunities  and  buving  from  men  returning  from  the  mines,  or  from  Indians,  who  will  often  sacrb 
fice  a good  team  for  a little  ready  money.  Saddle  horses  can  be  had  for  from  $10  to  $50;  cows  from  $30  to 
$60;  hogs  5p2  cents;  sheep  4^2  cents;  geese,  turkeys,  chickens  and  ducks  about  10  cents  per  pound. 


^'enclna 


Prices  of 
Animals 


Wheat  is  worth  6o  to  75  cents  per  bushel;  oats  from  75  cents  to  $1.22  ; barley  65  to  80  cents  per 
i’rioe>  hundred  weight;  flax  $i  per  bushel;  hay  $8  to  $12  per  ton;  apples  $1.00  to  $1.50  per  box  of  fifty 
pounds. 

iTu-e  of  Grazing  lands  are  worth  $5  to  $10  per  acre;  good  grain  lands  from  $20  to  $30  per  acre;  lands 

Farm  i.aiuir.  ■Linger  irrigation  but  not  planted  to  fruit  $50  to  $100  per  acre;  fruit  lands  $250  up.  Farming  lands 
can  frequently  be  had  cheaply  from  settlers  who  have  not  proved  up  and  desire  to  relinquish  homestead 
rights. 

Residence  lots  in  Clarkston  and  Lewiston  can  be  had  for  $150.  The  price  of  business  sites  varies 
with  location. 

There  is  plenty  of  game,  bear,  deer,  grouse,  prairie  chickens,  pheasants,  partridges,  etc.,  in  the 
mountains  within  twenty-five  miles;  splendid  fishing  for  salmon,  salmon  trout,  mountain  trout,  and 
black  bass  in  the  rivers  and  lakes. 

The  territory  of  this  section  is  so  largely  undeveloped  that  it  appeals  especially  to  two  classes 
ODPominiiie^  of  people,  the  investor  and  the  farmer.  By  the  former  the  questions  of  transportation,  manufac- 
turing and  distribution  must  be  solved,  and  the  country  offers  many  opportunities  for  profitable  investment ; 
while  for  the  farmer  who  understands  any  branch  of  his  business  no  other  section  of  the  country  has  greater 
inducements.  We  invite  correspondence  from  persons  desiring  to  invest  in  or  to  move  to  this  locality,  and 
will  cheerfully  furnish  an}’  information  or  assistance  in  our  power. 

_ q'HE  LEWISTON  COMMERCIAL  CLUB, 

Lewiston,  Idaho. 


City  Lots 


Sports 


The  photos  used  in  this  l)ook  were  furnished  by  Fair  Si.  Thompson,  Lewiston,  Idaho. 
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RANCH  ON  LEWISTON  PLATEAU. 


JJf  i^ou  expect  to  come  to  the  I^ecois  and  ^lark  (exposition  at  Portland 

IN  1903 


Ask  youi-  ticket  ajjeiit  ahoiit  a side  trip  to  tlie  beautiful  Clearwater  Valley  and  the  Lewiston  country. 
The  visit  to  Lewiston  can  be  easily  made  and  will  be  well  worth  your  W'hile,  0fi0000aM 


